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Science, Ethics, and Wisdom in the Academic Culture of Islamic Iran;
Challenges and Solutions

Abstract

Academic culture in any society reflects its epistemological, ethical, and purposeful system. In
Islamic Iran, the university, in addition to its educational and research function, bears a
civilizational and identity-building mission. However, developments over recent decades
indicate a disjunction and imbalance among the three fundamental realms of science, ethics,
and wisdom within the academic space; a disjunction manifested in the dominance of
guantitative indicators, the weakening of professional ethics, and the fading of wisdom-
oriented direction. This research aims to present a layered model for explaining and
reconstructing the academic culture of Islamic Iran based on the systematic interaction of
science, ethics, and wisdom. The present study was conducted with a qualitative approach
and a descriptive-analytical method, based on the analysis of theoretical documents, previous
studies, and educational policies. The findings show that Islamic academic culture can be
organized in the form of a three-layered model in which "science" acts as the foundational
layer, "ethics" as the regulating layer, and "wisdom" as the guiding layer. Furthermore, six
categories of challenges including epistemological, ethical, structural, discourse-related,
motivational, and institutional challenges were identified on the path to realizing this model.
The results indicate that reconstructing academic culture requires reforming the scientific
evaluation system, institutionalizing professional ethics, and formulating wisdom-oriented
policies at the macro level.
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